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Okay folks, so here’s the skinny on installing the new sway bar. First of all, jack the rear of the 
car up with the jack under the rear differential. Go just to where the wheels are still touching the 
ground, then remove the rear wheels. With the wheels just touching, you have the leverage to 
remove the lug nuts without turning the wheels. Now jack the car up as far as the jack will go, 
and place two jack stands under the rubber buffers at the side jack points. Lower the car onto 
the jack stands, but keep the jack under the differential as well. 

Here is a view of the original bar and u-strap (bushing): 

Now remove the sway bar link(s) from the original sway bar. You will need two 17mm 
wrenches. If you are replacing the sway links (recommended) now is the time to install them 
(the lower ends anyway). I used new all-metal ones from Lemfoerder, bought for $60 from 
BuyEuroParts. 
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Once the sway links are off of the bar, remove the bolts (13mm) on the original u-straps that hold 
the bushing. Keep the bolts. You will want to have two washers on hand for the installation of 
the new bar. 

FOR THOSE WITH SLS-- SKIP THIS NEXT PART AND GO TO PAGE 3. 

Now you have to snake the old bar out from underneath the car. For a non-SLS car, just work 
your way out. I found it easier to remove the bar by going out on the driver’s side (over the 
muffler). There’s a little more room for maneuvering that way, as the fuel pumps/filter is not in 
the way. 

Once the bar is completely removed (try and remember how you snaked the old one out), 
installation is simply the reverse of what you just did. You need to pay attention to the slight 
curve on the forward arms of the bar. They should curve DOWNWARD when installed correctly. 
The bar comes with new bushings and u-straps, which fit perfectly. Add a little lube to the 
bushings and slip them over the bar once it’s in rough position, and then line up the u-straps. 
This is where you’ll want the washers for the original bolts, as the holes in the new u-straps are a 
little bigger than on the old ones. Cinch them down, and then reattach the sway links. I am 
currently using the center holes on the sway bar. You might start there and see what’s what. I 
find that there is only a slightly different feel than when I used the first (most forward) holes. 
YMMV. Now put the wheels back on, lower the car off the jack stands, and drive away!!! 

 



Page 3 

If you have an SLS car, you will need to remove the SLS arm from the original bar. This link is 
connected to the valve by a dog‐bone-looking link that has a ball joint at each end. You can choose to 
pop the ends of the dog‐bone link (that’s what I did) or remove the ball joints themselves from the 
SLS arm and the valve arm. I think you need a 9mm wrench on the inner side, and an 8mm on 
the outer nut. Once the link is off, there are two 8mm nuts holding the SLS arm to the sway bar via 
a u-‐‐bolt that goes around the backside of the bar. The pics of the reassembly will help you 
understand what I’m saying here. 

Once the SLS arm is off the bar, loosen the SLS valve to 
make room for the bar to drop down. Remove the 
lower bolt (10mm) from the valve, and just loosen the 
upper bolt so the valve can swing forward about half 
an inch. No need to remove any hydraulic lines. Now 
you have to snake the old bar out from underneath the 
car. I found it easier to remove the bar by going out on 
the driver’s side (over the muffler). There’s a little 
more room for maneuvering that way, as the fuel 
pumps/filter is not in the way. 

(At this point, refer to the addendum to the 
instructions.)  Now comes the modification you will 
need to do. If you look closely at the original bar, there 
is a flat spot about 19 inches from the right side. This  
is what keeps the arm from spinning on the bar. I have 
marked it with red tape here. 

You will need to grind a flat spot on the new bar. This 
doesn’t take any particular skill, but getting the flat 
spot to be flat and facing the correct direction is 
important. I did this by first laying the new bar up 
against the old one (paying attention to the 
orientation of the curves on the forward arms). I 
marked the exact spot with red tape. 

With a grinder, I simply made a flat spot that matched 
the original as much as possible. Take care to make  
the flat in the same spot and orientation on the bar.  
You don’t have to make it that deep, but it needs to  
be large enough to give purchase to the flats on the  
SLS arm. 



Here I am showing what the reassembled sway 
bar/arm will look like. You will want to make 
this assembly happen once the bar is in place 
though, as having the arm on the bar will 
increase the difficulty of getting the new sway 
bar snaked into place. 
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Now you need to grind the SLS arm a bit. The problem here is that the thicker sway bar won’t 
allow the u‐bolt to stick through the arm with enough threads on the ends to make any purchase 
to hold the arm to the new bar. I had thought that 
finding a longer u-bolt to fit around the new (thicker) 
bar would be easy. Nope. You still have this option, 
if you can find a u-bolt that has a 1 inch center-to-
center span, with arms about half an inch longer 
than the original. 

As there isn’t a huge amount of pressure on this 
linkage, I elected to use the grinder to let the bar 
“sit into” the arm a bit deeper, thus allowing the u-‐‐ 
bolt to go all the way though the arm and have 
enough sticking through to get the nuts onto. In 
this pic, you see an original arm on the left, and my 
“adjusted” arm on the right. Notice how much 
material I ground away—almost an eighth of an 
inch on either side of the angle. I was not terribly 
precise, and if I were to do it again, I’d take a bit 
more time with it (and use a bench grinder, rather 
than an angle grinder). 
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Installation is pretty much the reverse of what you did in removing the bar (try and remember 
how you snaked the old one out). You need to pay attention to the slight curve on the forward 
arms of the bar. They should curve DOWNWARD when installed correctly. The bar comes with 
new bushings and u-straps, which fit perfectly. Add a little lube to the bushings and slip them 
over the bar once it’s in rough position, and then line up the ustraps. This is where you’ll want 
the washers for the original bolts, as the holes in the new ustraps are a little bigger than on the 
old ones. Cinch them down, and then reattach the sway links. I am currently using the center 
holes on the sway bar. You might start there and see what’s what. I find that there is only a 
slightly different feel than when I used the first (most forward) holes. YMMV. 

 

Now reattach the wheels. Your next (and final) task is to wrestle with attaching the SLS arm and 
making any ride adjustments. Ideally, this is best done on a lift, with the rear wheels taking 
weight, but you can do it by placing the rear wheels on ramps or some other arrangement. I did 
it with a couple of trial and error adjustments after attaching the SLS arm and link. 

The first order of business is to attach the arm, 
making sure you have the arm oriented 
correctly. Basically, the “arm” of the thing 
should face the right rear wheel. Look again at 
the “reassembled” picture above. Here is 
another pic from the right and looking slightly 
forward of the final assembly in place-- note 
the horizontal position of the valve lever: 

 
 



 

 

And this one is more from below the assembly 
looking up and forward, with some of the fuel 
pump assembly on the right: 
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With the wheels taking weight, the SLS valve lever should be horizontal. The dog-bone link can 
be adjusted for length using two 10mm wrenches. If the car is riding too high, you need to 
lengthen the link, and vice-versa if it’s riding too low. 

I hope all this makes sense once you start getting into it, and I hope your driving experience 
improves with the new sway bar!! 

 

 
Addendum 6-14-2021 

 
If you ordered the improved bushings, you will need to open the small white box containing the old style 
bushings and use the tube of bushing lubricant contained therein. 
 
We recommend you use blue Loctite thread locker on the bolts holding the bushings to the frame. 
 
If you ordered the SLS U-bolt, you will not need to grind the SLS arm as described on page 4.  It has also 
been reported that you do not need to grind the flat on the bar itself, but, if you want to, it can’t hurt.  
Enlarge the holes in the arm slightly to fit the new u-bolt.  Use the plate that comes with the u-bolt as 
“washers” and use the nyloc nuts. Cut the extra length off the u-bolt with a hacksaw, after installing the 
nuts.  Use the plain nuts included with the u-bolt for fishing weights. 


